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John ho olman Shop 
i-7 :. ill Street 
it« holly, Burlington County, her; Jersey 

Ovmer:  henry Hosenfiold 

Date of Erection:  17 60 

Architect: 

Builder:  John Ogoorn (probable) 

Pre s ent C ondi ti on:  Fai r 

i; umber of Stories:  Front two and one-half; 
rear two stories 

hatorials of Construction:  Foundation - stone 

Exterior walls - brich, Flemish 
bond, front stucco; franc addi- 
tion in rear of later date 

Interior walls - plaster 

Roof - pitch 

historical  Data: 

On hebruary  4,   1747  John V/ocli'.mn  purchased of 
John Ogbern  the  brick house   and let known as  47  hill 
Street.     Xhis  house  has  been identified  as   the  scene   of 
ioohnan's   labors,     A   sr:;all  franc   shop   formerly  stood  on 
this lot  and was used by  hoolnan as a  tailor  shop;   this 
was afterwards moved frora the premises,     V/oolraan's 
business prospered  so rnuch that he  feared he wight  grow 
rich,".   he,   therefore,   began  to reduce his volume  of 
business  and on hay  16,   1753 he  sold  the property  to 
his mother Elisabeth Burr hoolman.     In his   journal he 
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wrote: 
""until this year, 1756, I continued to retail 
goods, besides following my trade as a tailor 
about which I grew uneasy on account of my 
business growing to cumbersome,  I had begun 
with celling triy;;rdng3 for garments end  from 
thence proceeded to sell clothes and. linens, 
ana at length having got a considerable shop 
of goods ray trade increased every year, and 
the way to large business aiwoeared open, but 
I felt a stop in my mind, 

"The increase of business became my burden for 
though my natural inclination'was toward merchandise, 
yet I believed truth required no to live wore free 
from outward cumbers; and there was now a strife 
in my mind between the two..,.. Then I lessened 
my outward business and as I had opportunity told 
my customers of my intentions, that they might 
consider what shop to turn to; and in a while 
wholly laid down merchandise and followed uy trade 
as a tailor having its apprentice," 

Before V.7ooIrian sailed for wngland in 1772 he 
wrote his mother's will.  She left her frbrick house in 
R"t. holly with a frame shop, and a lot to thorni belonging 
to her daughter Rachel",  After the house came into the 
possession of Rachel Y/oolman she rented it out or wart 
of it to tenants.  In the Pennsylvania Gazette for 
September 25, 17f6 there is an advertisement to the 
effect that John Shields opened a new store on the 
upper end of ht. Holly in the house where the late 
Hr. John Hoolman lived.  It is not impossible, however, 
that Elisabeth R'oolnan lived in this house with hoi'1 

daughter Rachel and her son Asher before her death in 
1778,  fhe records at Rt. Holly includes the deed from 
Rachel Rodman to Samuel Lewis dated march 3, 1795. In 
this deed it says that the "land together with building 
thereon the said Rachel Roolman lawful held by virtue 
of last will of Elizabeth V/oolraan dated February 11, 1772, 

m 



, ■■■:T„A'-~'7 

O 

The said Elisabeth "foolman purchased the saue of Jolm 
Ivoolr.aia by deed dated Inarch 16, 1755, said. John V.'oolrnan 
nurchased saiae of John Ggborn "by deed dated February 
4, 1747". 

Samuel Lev/is, the architect, v;as living in 
this house v/hcn he built the Court 'House   (MJ-27).  He 
altered and modernized the house.  The dormer windows 
and the doorway rare put on at that tin© "by hlr,;. Traces 
of the original simplicity of the building; are visible 
in the back of the house and in the windows not on the 
street*  The property remained In the Lewis family until 
1817 when It was sold to John Dobbins, he bequeathed it' 
to his daughter Sara Budd In 1841.  Several transfers are 
recorded fron that time until 1913 when the present owner, 
henry Mo-senfleld, obtained title. 

It Is interesting to note In connection with 
this house that bach of it stood the "Little Meeting 
House" to vhlch access to It from hill Street was through 
"Meeting house11 alley which is described in the original 
^ed as on John V/oolman's line.  fhls Meeting house was 

no scene of used as a school house and It was probably 
V/oolnan1 s labors as a teacher* 
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